Festive Fun
for Little Ones!

DESIGNED BY CLAIRE DRESCHER

LEARNING ZONES: Moving & Handling H Mathematics H Exploring & Using Materials

Cone Christmas Tree
STORE CUPBOARD:
n Coloured card – in
green and brown
n Cardboard tube
(e.g. kitchen roll)
n Paper cup
n Plastic jewels
n Glittery foam shapes
n Sequin decorations
n Stapler
n Scissors
n Glue

Christmas Post Box
STORE CUPBOARD:
n Cardboard box
n Red paper
n Black card
n Scissors
n Glue
n White paper
n Black pen
n Craft knife
n Sheet of silver fun
foam
n Pencil
n Ruler
n Sticky tape

1 An adult must carry out
this step for safety. Take the
cardboard box and use a
pencil and ruler to mark out
the letterbox slot. Carefully cut
along the pencil lines using a
craft knife.
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2 Cover the box with red paper.
Use sticky tape to secure the
edges of the paper. Neatly cut
the paper around the letter box
slot.

3 Cut out an 8cm band of black
card to go around the bottom of
the post box. Glue it in position.

4

Take the sheet of silver fun
foam. Cut a piece of foam to fit
the top of the post box. Glue it
down. Next, cut strips of silver
foam to resemble melting snow.
Glue the strips around the top
edges of the post box.

5 Lastly, take a sheet of white
paper and cut to measure
10cm x 11cm. Use a black
pen to write on the phrase:
“LETTERS TO SANTA. LAST
COLLECTION 24TH Dec.”.
Stick it in position.

6

Use your newly decorated
post box to send letters to
Santa.

1 Take a sheet of green card and fold it into a cone shape. Staple
the cone to hold it in position. Use scissors to neaten the bottom
edge of the cone. This will become your Christmas tree.
2 Take a cardboard tube and cover it with a piece of brown card.
This will become the trunk of your tree.
3 Glue the Christmas tree to the top of the trunk. Sit the Christmas
tree in the paper cup. Glue it in position.
4 Decorate the Christmas tree by sticking on glittery foam shapes,
sparkly sequins and colourful plastic jewels. Remember to glue a
star to the top of the tree to complete!
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Laced Snowflakes
1 Take a paper plate and a pencil. Turn the
plate over and mark out the holes for your
snowflake design on the back.

2 An adult is required for this step. Place
the paper plate on a cutting mat. Use a
hole punch tool and hammer to punch out
the holes you marked earlier.

3 Thread up an embroidery needle. Double
knot the loose end of the thread. The
child can now stitch between the holes
to create the snowflake design. More than
one colour of thread can be used if desired.
This is a very good activity for fine motor
skills. When finished, use a piece of sticky
tape to secure any loose thread ends to the
back of the paper plate.

4 Punch two holes in the top of the paper
plate. Cut a length of gold cord and thread
it through the holes. Double knot the
cord ends to create a hanging loop. Your
snowflake design is now ready to hang up
on display.

Counting Christmas Trees

Draw the outline of ten small Christmas
trees on the sheet of card. A template is
provided if needed (see back of magazine).
Neatly cut out the trees.

2

Next, take the brown card and cut out
ten small tree trunks. Glue the trunks onto
the trees.

3 Take a sheet of white paper and cut out
ten squares, each measuring 4cm x 4cm.
Use a black pen to write the numbers 1-10
on the squares. Glue a number onto each
Christmas tree.
4 Stick a glittery foam star to the top of
each Christmas tree.

TY

1 Take a pencil and a sheet of green card.
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STORE CUPBOARD:
n Coloured card – in green
and brown
n White paper
n 55 small buttons
n 10 small glittery foam stars
n Black pen
n Scissors
n Glue
n Pencil
n Bowl
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STORE CUPBOARD:
n Paper plate
n Metal hole punch tool and
hammer
n Embroidery thread
n Embroidery needle
n Gold cord
n Scissors
n Sticky tape
n Cutting mat
n Pencil

TIVIT

5 To play the
activity, start
by putting the
small buttons
into a bowl.
Arrange the
Christmas trees
on a flat surface,
such as the floor or
a table. Help the child
count the correct
number of buttons
onto the labelled
trees. Assist as
necessary
until the
child
understands
the concept.
You could also
use the
numbered trees
to demonstrate
number ordering (e.g. 1-10 counting
forwards or 10-1 counting backwards) or
number patterns (sorting odd and even
numbers).
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Yoghurt Pot Decorations
LEARNING ZONES: Art & Design

DESIGNED BY EMMA ANGEL

Recycle corner yoghurt pots to make these fun Christmas
decorations, which you can then hang on your tree!

Angel
STORE CUPBOARD:
n 2 corner yoghurt
pots
n Party hat
n Cream foam
n Brown paper
n 2 small wiggly eyes

1
2

Black fine
permanent
marker pen
n Silver pipe
cleaner
n Small sequins
n Strong glue
n Scissors
n

Wash and dry 2 corner yoghurt pots.Take off any labels.
Cut the 2 small corner pots away from the larger pots.
You may need to ask an adult to do this for you.

3

Cut the party hat down to size. We cut off 10cm from
the point.

4
5
6
7

Make the face, cut a circle from cream foam.
Cut hair from brown paper.
Glue the hair to the face and draw on a mouth. Glue on the eyes.
Make a halo, cut 11cm of pipe cleaner,
twist around to make a loop, secure the end
of the loop by twisting around the straight
piece of pipe cleaner.

8

Glue all the pieces together. Glue the yoghurt corner triangles
to the part hat cone.

9

Glue on sequins to the outside edge of the pots/wings.

Christmas Tree
STORE CUPBOARD:
n 1 corner yoghurt pot
n Gold star
n Lolly stick
n Brown & Green
paints
n Medium sized
paint brush
n Buttons
n Gem/Sequins
n Indian Red
Fimo Soft clay
n Strong glue
n Scissors
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1 Wash and dry the corner yoghurt pot. Take off any labels.
2 Cut the pot in half, separating the two triangles. You may
need to ask an adult to do this for you.

3 Paint the lolly stick brown and leave to dry.
4 Paint both pieces of the yoghurt pot green and
leave to dry.

5 Glue the small pot on top of the larger pot.
6 Stick on buttons, gemstones and sequins. Add a
gold star to the top.
7 Glue the lolly stick to the back of the tree.
8 Make a bucket from red Fimo soft clay. Take half a block and
soften in your hands. Roll into a bucket shape then push the lolly
stick into the bucket to make a hole.

9 Harden the bucket in the oven, as directed on the Fimo
packet. Leave to cool.

10 Push the stick into the bucket.
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FOIL TREE DECORATIONS
LEARNING ZONES: Art & Design

DESIGNED BY KATE TOMPSETT

These simple Christmas trees are easy to make and create attractive tree decorations!

STORE CUPBOARD:
n Thick card
n Brown card
n Foil
n Ribbon
n Glue
n Scissors
n Pencil
n Glitter glue
n Sequins or stickers
n Chenille stems (ie. pipe
cleaners, as they used to be
called!)

1 Draw a triangle shape tree onto thick
card and cut it out.
2 Place the card triangle onto a piece of
foil and wrap it up. Use a piece of sticky
tape to hold it in place if you need to.
3 Draw a tree trunk rectangle onto brown
card and cut it out. Glue a loop of ribbon
to one end and glue the trunk onto the
back of the foil tree.
4 Decorate the tree with glitter glue and
add some tiny sequins or shiny stickers.

OTHER IDEAS
n Use buttons to decorate
your tree or wrap a chenille
stem around it to look like
tinsel.
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LEARNING ZONES: Art & Design
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DESIGNED BY CLAIRE DRESCHER
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A selection of dazzling Christmas cards for your kids to enjoy making… and giving!

Mitten
Mosaic
STORE CUPBOARD:
n Blank greeting card
n Card - white & purple
n Purple plastic jewels
n Coloured tissue paper
n Gold ‘Happy Christmas’
stickers
n 3D mount pads
n Silver Corrugated Card
n Scissors
n Glue
n Pencil

1 A template is provided for this project.
Use a pencil to trace the mitten outline
onto a sheet of white card. Neatly cut
it out.

2

Cut the coloured tissue paper into
small squares. Make enough to cover
the mitten shape.

3

Cover the entire mitten shape with
a thin layer of glue. Let the child have
fun sticking on the tissue paper squares
to decorate.

4 Next, take the silver corrugated card
and cut out a cuff for the mitten. Stick
the cuff in place.

5 Decorate the mitten further by
sticking on purple plastic jewels. Use
3D mount pads to attach the mitten
onto the centre of the greeting card.

6

Finally, stick the gold ‘Happy
Christmas’ stickers onto the sheet of
purple card. Neatly cut out the message.
Attach it to the greeting card (just below
the mitten) with mount pads. You are
now ready to sign and send your card!
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DID YOU KNOW?
n In the UK in the 1800s the Post Office delivered
cards on Christmas Day. Postmen became known as
'robins' because of their bright red uniforms.

n Making personal Christmas cards is one of the
most popular craft hobbies in the UK.

n In 2001 one of the earliest Christmas cards
sold for over £20,000!
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Yarn
Wrapped
Star
STORE CUPBOARD:
n Blank greeting card
n Silver glittery fun foam
n Embroidery yarn or wool –
in a variety of colours
n Orange card
n Gold ‘Happy Christmas’
stickers
n 3D mount pads
n Scissors
n Glue
n Sticky tape

1 Take the silver glittery fun foam and a
pair of scissors. Cut out a large star shape.

2 Take the selection of coloured yarn
(or wool) and start wrapping it around
the star. Alternate the colours as you
work. Use sticky tape to secure the
loose yarn ends on the back of the
star. Attach the yarn wrapped star to
the front of the greeting card with 3D
mount pads.
3 Next, take a sheet of orange card.
Stick on the gold ‘Happy Christmas’
stickers. Neatly cut around the
message with scissors. Stick the
message onto the greeting card
(underneath the star) with mount pads.

4 Write a festive message inside the
card and send to your recipient.

Christmas
Collage
STORE CUPBOARD:
n Blank greeting card
n Plastic jewels – in green,
yellow & silver
n Glittery fun foam –
in green & silver
n Textured bronze paper
n Scissors
n Glue

1 Take the silver and green glittery fun
foam. Cut the foam sheets into angled
strips to make the Christmas tree.
Alternate the coloured strips on each
row.

2 Cut the bronze textured paper into a
long, thin strip. This will become the
trunk of your tree.

3 Assemble the Christmas tree pieces
on the greeting card. Start by sticking
on the trunk, then add the glittery
foam strips.

4 Complete the decoration by sticking
colourful plastic jewels onto the tree.
Write a special message inside the
card ready to send.

Handprint
Christmas
Card
STORE CUPBOARD:
n Blank greeting card
n Green glittery fun foam
n Yellow glittery fun
foam star
n Colourful plastic jewels
n Brown card
n Silver corrugated card
n Scissors
n Glue
n Pencil

1 Take a sheet of green glittery fun
foam and place it face-down on a flat
surface. Place the child’s hand on
top of the sheet then draw around it
with a pencil. Neatly cut out the hand
shape with scissors.

2 Take some brown card and cut out
a trunk for your Christmas tree. Next,
take the silver corrugated card and
cut out a pot for your tree.

3 Assemble the tree, trunk and pot
on the greeting card. Glue the pieces
in place.

4 Stick a yellow glittery fun foam star
to the top of the tree. Lastly, glue on
colourful plastic jewels to decorate.

5 Write a Christmas message inside
the card ready for sending.
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Clothes Peg Elves
LEARNING ZONES: Art & Design

DESIGNED BY KATE TOMPSETT

Make your own Christmas Elves with this fun project - perfect to hang on your tree!
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OTHER IDEAS

STORE CUPBOARD:
n Old fashioned clothes peg
n Wooden bead
n Felt fabric
n Ribbon
n Glue
n Scissors
n Jingly bells or buttons
n Marker pen
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n Use red felt with
a white trim to make
Father Christmas and
Mrs Christmas too!

1 Glue the wooden bead on top of the
clothes peg to make a head.
2 Wrap a rectangle of felt around the
base of the peg, and glue it between the
prongs of the peg to look like trousers.
3

Cut the top, hat, collar and two sleeve
shapes from felt fabric.

4 Glue a loop of ribbon on top of the
head, and roll the hat shape around it so
that it sticks out of the top. Glue it into
place.

5 Roll the top shape around the peg and
glue into place. Fold the two sleeve pieces
in half and stick them onto the body.
Glue the collar into place.

6 Add two jingly bells or buttons to the
front of the elf. Draw a smiling face onto
the peg with a marker pen.
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7-11 Y Crafts
Christmas

DESIGNED BY EMMA ANGEL
LEARNING ZONES: Art & Design
It’s great for kids to make their own Christmas cards and these three ideas are simple fun!
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Penguin
STORE CUPBOARD:
n A4 black card
n White card
n Orange card
n Large wiggly eyes
n Patterned tape
n Glue stick
n Scissors

1 Fold an A4 sheet of black card in half
longways.

2 Cut out the shape of a penguin’s head,
so you have a dome shaped card.

3 Cut out the white tummy.
4 From orange card, cut out the feet and
fold the top flat edge. Cut out a beak too.

5 Cut out the black wings.
6 Stick the white tummy to the black
card.

7 Stick on the patterned tape to make a

Polar Bear
STORE CUPBOARD:
n White card
n Pink paper
n Black pom-pom
n Large wiggly eyes
n Black fine liner pen
n Red and white twine (or wool)
n Glue stick
n Scissors

1 Make a card using the template, shaped
like a polar bear.
2 Cut out three pink circles 1cm diameter.
Cut one of them in half.
3 Glue the two pink semi-circles to the
inside of the ears.
4 Glue the other two pink circles to the
cheeks.

8 Glue the feet to the inside of the front

5 Glue on eyes and pom-pom.
6 Draw a muzzle with the fine liner pen.
7 Cut twine to 20cm. Cut in half and tie a

of the card.

knot in the middle to make a scarf.

9 Glue on eyes, beak and wings.

8 Glue to the polar bear's neck.

scarf. Stick on two small pieces to make
the ends of the scarf.

Rudolph
STORE CUPBOARD:
n Brown card
n Brown paper
n Dark brown foam
n Spotty red paper
n Large wiggly eyes
n Red pom-pom
n Black fine liner pen
n Glue stick
n Scissors

1 Cut a piece of brown card 15cm by
30cm and fold in half.
2 Cut out two ears, two antlers and one
bow tie.
3 Glue the antlers to the back of the front
flap of the card.
4 Fold the ears in half and open out
again. Glue to the top of the card.
5 Glue on eyes, pom-pom and bow tie.
6 Draw on eyebrows and a muzzle
with a fine liner pen.
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Step by Step

CHRISTMAS QUILLING

DESIGNED BY CHARLOTTE STOWELL

LEARNING ZONES: Art & Design

Try curling strips of coloured paper (called ‘quilling’) into a selection of Christmas cards!

STORE CUPBOARD:
n Thin A4 coloured paper
n Ruler
n Pencil
n Scissors

n
n
n
n
n

Cocktail stick
Glue stick
Folded card for backgrounds
PVA glue and a brush
Thread, gems to decorate

HINTS & TIPS
n Keep the spirals tight for smaller quilled shapes or uncurl them a bit for bigger shapes.
n Strips cut from the length of A4 paper will make bigger coils (2.5cm) and strips cut form the width will make smaller ones
(1.5cm).
n Outlines made from paper strips, like the bauble, can be used to define a shape to contain the quilled coils. Once the first
strip has been glued in place, try adding another one around the outside to make the outline thicker. Or, squeeze the paper loop
into another simple shape, like a Christmas stocking or put 2 circles together to make a snowman.

n If there are any gaps when you have filled an outline with quilled coils, try gluing more pieces to fill the spaces.
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1 Measure and cut some thin A4 coloured
paper into 1cm x 30cm strips.

2 To make a coil, hold the end of a paper

3 Wind the paper strip around the stick to

strip between your thumb and first finger
and curl it around a cocktail stick.

make a tight coil.

4 Carefully slide the coil off the stick,
then add a dab of glue at the end and
stick it into a circle shape.

5 Repeat with more strips to make lots of

6 You can change the shape of the quills

coils in different colours.

by pinching them at one end or at both
ends.

7 Stick each coil down by brushing PVA
glue onto a card background then gently
pressing the shapes in place.

8 To make an outline shape, like the

9 Fill the circle with spirals to build up a
pattern.

bauble, glue the ends of a paper strip
together to make a loop, carefully glue
along the edges then stick it onto a
background card in a circle. Glue a thread
onto the top of the card.
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WINTER WINDOW BEAR
DESIGNED BY CHARLOTTE STOWELL

LEARNING ZONES: Art & Design

Stand this big polar bear in a window to give visitors and passers by a festive greeting!
STORE CUPBOARD
n Thick card
n A pencil
n Scissors
n Tissue Paper
n A ruler
n PVA glue & glue brush
n Patterned paper
n Paint - grey & paintbrush
n A black marker pen
n A pompom
n Glitter glue
n Coloured paper
n Wobbly eyes
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HINTS & TIPS
n To keep the bear
standing upright in a
window, glue it onto a
background of glittery
icebergs cut from a card
strip. The strip can then
be taped or wedged
against a window frame.
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1

Copy the bear outlines onto thick card. The side of a box is ideal for this, with card
about 2mm thick. The template for body has a top and bottom half, which makes a big
bear shape, each half fits onto an A4 piece of paper.

2 Cut out the bear shapes, 2 arms and a nose from card. Cut or tear some white tissue
paper strips, paste glue over the card and stick the tissue down to cover the body and arms
and nose. Stick the tissue strips over the edges and onto the back. Add more tissue if you
need to cover any gaps. Leave to dry.
3

Paint the nose, the middles of the ears
and paws grey, or use another colour if you
prefer. Leave to dry.

4 Glue the arms onto the back of the body.
Glue the nose in the middle if the head.
Use a marker pen to draw a black nose,
mouth and claws on the paws
5 Cut a hat and scarf from patterned paper
then glue them onto the bear.
6 Measure between the bear’s paws then
cut a curved strip of coloured paper long
enough to make the banner. Roughly outline
a Christmas
message in pencil
and then
go over the top
using
glitter glue, or
use
squeezy
glue with glitter
sprinkled over
the top. When
the glue has
dried, stick
the banner
onto the
paws.
7 Finish the bear’s
face with wobbly eyes and a
pompom onto the hat.

